| 
1, 
conplate knowledge. concerning the thest of the ‘hallote in Rensas City, 


a. — ele + | = ‘io a a 
ees & 2 A. a wee F ™ : : ' 
as ‘ op fs 
5 | 
. hae I , : 
og , The Attorney Gonorel 2 ) Lied 25, 1949 a 
eo.” Rineetor, FEE. ge ie 7 | 
ei & t P a = Cc i 
f 4 UNENO"H SUBURCTS: . | ' 
\ _Adleged Irregularities , ? 7 
: , ” Taissourt Prinory Slestion s | t 
to august 6, 1946; Konsae Oity, tio fe ka 
| opp? te a D, BLEOTICN Lars ae i 
; Ht | References io mada to 


, ne. to ny’ adoronies of torch 3, 1948 thoroin yoa wore 
advieed that John Hurrsy Gould had refuted his previcus clain that he fopserced - 


; , Var your additional inforastion in conneetion with thie mtter, I on 
| moloting herewith a copy of the Popors of Gpesial Avent Hugh Cherles Bozell datod 
Cork 4; 1948 s% Athentos Georgia. This eaport revosho that Gould rolated the dp~ 
\ \ tails of the barglorising of the vault, rcroval of the Sallots one the identity of 
the individanie particimting. hen preased far specific dobeila relating to the — 
’ barglory, koe disclaincd any kmowledgo concerning tho bur, 


burglary othor then that previe - 
oucly farniched to Hr. BR. OK, Paolps, Spacial Asxistant to the Attorney Caneral, 
: Eensas City, Yiecourd, < . 
Zacloanre ; 
e3 ~ AcSistant Abtormnay General Ty Vincent tuinn 
Grimingt Division 
ia ig 
. cn eg 
\ v SS ss 
= -C eo 
‘ < 
= wr ne 
Rereened by NARA (RD-F} 10-02-2018 os g 
; OIA # 58823 DOCID: 34275500 etc =o 
i; aN 
|- Prod Lob 
Pa 


SENT FROM D. a 
spp PM} 


aSRRSRSRSRERE 
z2ren 
i ee 
ae a 
Fg! . 
ct . 
“> 


2 f 
: ee 4 \ 
+ Harbo —~ \ 
« Mehr \ 
; : 


:Pemtmgta L. : 

- Quinn Tam ~ Se : 
“SECAPRO ¥94g (NO 
Ta. 4 p { eC 


NW# : 58823 DocId: 34275500 


AN LL me a 1) z econ 
“STAM ig ux Be ww 
LS4 +) ; 


ue 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


i 
United States Department of Justice 
{ 


Atlanta, Georgia 
March 4, 1948 


PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 


Director, FBI 


O 
RE: MOPRI; Theft of Ballots 
ELECTION LAWS 


(Bufile 56-639) 


Dear Sir: 


~ 


There are attached copies of the report of Special 
Agent HUGH CHARLES BOSWELL dated at Atlanta, March 4, 1948, which 
report covers the results of the re-interview with JOHN MURRAY 
ULD at the United States Penitentiary, Atlanta, on March 3, 1948. 


At the outset of the interview with GOULD the following © 
signed statement was obtained from him inasmuch as it was known he 
had alleged that there was a misunderstanding between him and Mr. 
Re K. PHELPS, Special Assistant to the Attorney General, as to what 
information he would furnish and what action Mr.PHELPS would take. 


n Atlanta, Ga. vit EDN 
March 3, 1948 DBF o “i 
"I, John Murray Gould, an inmate of the U. S. Penitentiary 
at Atlanta, Georgia, advise that providing the Attorney General of the 
United States, Mr. Tom C. Clark, effects the reinstatement to me of the 
1800 days statutory good time which has previously been revoked I will 
furnish to Special Agent H. C. Boswell of the Federal Bureau of Inves~ 
tigation full and complete information concerning the identities of the 
individuals responsible for the theft of the ballots at the Jackson 
County Court House, Kansas City, Missouri, on May 27, 1947. I will 
furnish the following specific information: , 


The source of the dynamite cap and nitroglycerin 5? - 
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‘ 
Director, FBI ty 
Atlanta - 3/4/48 Me 
RE: MOPRI; Theft of Ballots _ 
ELECTION LAWS ‘ 
no The identity of a public official who advised as to : 
the legal effect the theft of the ballots would have So 
upon State indictments outstanding for vote fraud r 


and the identity of witnesses. 

The identities of two men that opened the vault door. 
The identity of a third man in the garage in the 
Jackson County Court House while the burglary was 
being perpetrated. 


The identity of a fourth man who waited outside with 
me while the burglary was in progress. 


The identity of the individual who obtained the ballots 
and brought them to the outside of the Court Houses 


Who obtained the soap used in the burglary and the 
general neighborhood from which this soap was obtained rs 
and possibly the place from where it was obtained. ‘ 


The identity of the individual who had the string 
and the pillow used in the burglary. 


The identity of the individual who had the key to the 
inner room in which the vault is located. 


What cars were used in the burglary. 
Who arranged the theft. 


Who paid for the burglary and the identity of three 
who received paymente 


Hearsay information as to the tools which were used. 


The identities of others than those participating 
who have knowledge of those involved in the burglary. 


I 


Director, FBI 
Atlanta - 3/4/48 


RE: MOPRI; Theft of Ballots 
ELECTION LAWS 


tt I will also furnish information as to the location of 
certain of the ballots and other election material 
stolen in the burglary which will enable its recoverye 


I will also furnish hearsay information as to the 
disposition made of the remaining ballots and 
election material taken in the burglary. 


I will testify to the following items in the event this 
case comes to trial in U. S. District Court: 


The identities of each of the five men participating 
and the part each played,.. 


Who paid for the burglary and how much was paid to 
three participants. 


The identity of a public official. who advised the 
legal effect the theft of the ballots would have upon 
State indictments for vote fraud then outstanding; 
together with the-identities of witnesses, 


The source of the blasting cap and nitroglycerin, 
What cars were used in the burglary. 


The identity of the individual who had the key to the 
inner door to room in which the vault is located, , 


The identity of the third man to the burglary who was 
in the garage upon the arrival of the burglars and 
who remained there after the burglary was completed, 


I will also testify as to the disposition made of a 
portion of the ballots and election material. 


Fi This information will be furnished by me only on condition 
\ that the 1800 days statutory good time previously revoked is returned 
to meo 
Tdi 
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Director, FBI 
Atlanta - 3/4/48 


RE: MOPRI; Theft of Ballots 
ELECTION LAWS 


- "TJ understand that-if the information I furnish is not 
accurate and correct amd does not result in the identification of 
all those directly implicated in the burglary my good time will be 
revoked and I must continue to serve the 1800 days in the U. S,. 
Penitentiary. 


Signed 
John Murray Gould. 
Witness: 


George P. Dillard, Special Agent, F.B.Ie, Atlenta | 
Ho Co Boswell, Spe Agte. F.B.I. " at 


The statement is being transmitted to the Kansas City 
Office as an enclosure with this letter. 


After GOULD had executed this statement, Mr. THOMAS J. ; 
GOUGH, Acting Warden, United States Penitentiary, Atlanta, Georgia, . 
exhibited to GOULD a photostatic copy of the conditional release to be 
granted, effective April 26, 1948, and explained.to GOULD that this 
release was conditioned upon the furnishing of full and complete in- 
formation concerning the burglary. of the vault. in Kansas. City, Missouri. 
Mre GOUGH advised GOULD of the conditional release and its conditions 
in the presence of Special. Agents GEORGE P. DILLARD. and. HUGH. CHARLES 
BOSWELL« ‘i 


Immediately following Mr. GOUGH's informing GOULD of the 
above facts, GOULD furnished the information as set :out b in the sila 
attached. a 


GOULD stated that he would never have misled the witonae 
General except for the promises which had been made to him by Mr. 
Re K. PHELPS, Special Assistant to the Attorney General, who had 
"failed to keep his word". He stated that his original plan was to 
a furnish this fictitious information and to continue to furnish addi-~ 
\ tional fictitious information as discrepancies in his original story 
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Director, FBI 
Atlanta -3/4/48 


RE: MOPRI; Theft of Ballots’ 
ELECTION LAWS 


were discovered until the government was able to conclude that his 

information was untrue. As the interview progressed it became in- 

creasingly apparent that GOULD would not or. could not furnish 

information on points concerning the burglary of which he necessarily 

would have knowledge had the information he gave been factual, _ 

Although he stated he has too mch regard for the FBI to follow 

through with his original plan, it appears that the only reason that 

he stated the information given was false was the realization that it 

was apparent to the interviewing agents that he was not, able to furnish 

many details concerning the burglary which he should have possessed. ' 


He added that his actions have been motivated by 
vindictivenesse 


On March 3, 1948, GOULD was interviewed from approximately 
9:45 AM to 11:45 AM, and from 1:30 PM to approximately 3:00 Pa. It 


was necessary to split the interview to afford him an opportunity to 
receive his noon day meals 


Very truly yours, 


Encls. ~ 1 
Copy: Kansas City (AMSD) (W/mels.-2) 
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MOPRI; Theft of Ballots 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


KANSAS CITY FILE NO. 56-18 
DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
3/4/48 3/ = HUGH CHARLES BOSWELL mos 
CHARACTER OF CASE 


ELECTION LAWS 


Peake MURRAY coun} Inmate, Us. S. Penitentiary, 


City ( 


sess tal Is 
ria AL ‘ad apis] % KL.) AR 25 1948 


Atlanta,--Gae;“advised-he burglarized Board of 
Election Commissioner's vault, Kansas City, Moe, 
mor of May 28, 1947- Stated was assisted by 
Joma uaaRuCTA, who opened "dust r® of 
vaul ter he, GOULD, had opened oufér door through 
use of explosives. Advised THOMAS ONE and JACK 
CE, Chief Deputy Sheriff, Jackson County, Moe, 
remained in garage of Courthouse during time 
burglary in progress, and entrance to room in which 
vault located gained through use: of key in possession lard 
of EBRICE, Stated. J UMMINGS remained on outside ; 
of Courthouse during/burglarye GOULD cla al me 
glycerin blasting cap used in burglary“obtas 
from "BUZZSQWILSON, who allegedly obtained items 
from HARRY’ ALLEN, rock operator south 
Kansas City.. Stated CHARL. INAGGIO and NIC A; 
Kansas City, Moo, had knowledge of burglary. GOULD, 
when pressed for details of burglary which he would 
have been obliged to possess if facts as given true, 
claimed story was fictitious. Disclaimed any 
knowledge: concerning burglary other than that pre~ 
viously furnished Re K. PHELPS, Special Assistant to 
Attorney General, Kansas City, Moe Denied any con- 
nection with or implication in burglary. 
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REFERENCE: Bureau File 56-639 
Report of Special Agent WILLIAM M. HAWKINS, dated 
January 15, 1948, at Kansas City, Missouri 


DETAILS: : 

On March 3, 1948, JOHN MURRAY GOULD, . Inmate Number 
67775, in the United States Penitentiary, A ta, Georgia, was 
interviewed by Special. Agents GEORGE P. D and HUGH CHARLES 
BOSWELL. GOULD advised that in April of 1947 he was contacted by — 
JOHNNY MANGIARACINA and THOMAS. "HIGHTWA y IMONE, at which time he 
was propositioned to commit a burglary/ the nature of which was not 
explained to him. He stated that these individuals told him that 
he would be paid $5,000 for the burglary, and he agreed to do the 
jobe He stated, however, that MANGIARACINA and SIMONE later agreed . 
to pay him $500 in cash and give to him a late model Chrysler 
Windsor owned: by SIMONE and a late model Dodge..owned by MANGIARACINAs 
He stated that later he learned that the burglary which he was to 
perpetrate was of the vault. at the Board. of Election Commissioners, 
Kansas City, Missouri. He stated that he had discussed this burglary 
with CHARLIE ‘BINAGGIO, who had instigated the plans for the burglary 
according to statements of MANGIARACINA and SIMONE. . 


GOULD stated that it was agreed on Saturday, May 17, 1947, ; 
to burglarize the vault on Monday, May 26, 1947. He stated, however, 4 
that he had been told on Sunday preceding the burglary that it was to 
be "pulled" on Tuesday night, May 275 19470 


‘GOULD advised that he obtained nitroglycerin and three 
blasting caps.from. "BUZZ" WILSON, who was a bar tender for JOE 
CUMMINGS in Kansas City, Missourie He stated that. WILSON obtained 
this nitroglycerin and the blasting caps. from HARRY ALLEN, operator 
of a rock quarry south of Kansas City, Missouri. He stated that neither 
WILSON nor ALLEN had any knowledge as to what use the nitroglycerin 
and blasting caps were to be pute 


GOULD advised that he told MANGIARACINA and SIMONE that 
he, GOULD, would be the first suspected of the burglary in view of 
his past record, and they suggested to him that he establish an alibi 
by having a party on the night of the bur, ro He stated this was 
the reason that he was with J 0 CARRESTRIBANDO, CARL and JOSEPHINE 

7 CARUSO, and FRANK and JENN RD at the Normandy Bar and College 
Inn in Kansas City unti approximately 2:00 or 2:30 AM on the moming 
of May 28, 1947. 
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GOULD stated that while he was at the College Inn with 
the other persons in his party CHARLIE BINAGGIO and NICK PENNA observ- 
ed him,.and BINAGGIO advised him, GOULD, that. SIMONE and MANGIARACINA 
were at the Jungle Club on East 10th Street in Kansas City, and that 
he, GOULD, should take his associates. home and contact MANGIARACINA 
and.SIMONE. He stated he was: drinking considerably and stayed at the 
College Inn for several more minutes, and PENNA approached him and 
told him he should immediately get rid of the persons in his party 
and contact. SIMONE. and. MANGIARACINA. at, the Jungle Clube 


“GOULD stated he took the RIBANDOs, the ROCKFORDs, and 
the CARUSOs home,, drove his Buick automobile to the fruit stand © 
operated by MARY, QMO. and. JOEX RIBANDO, where he left it, and picked 
up a Plymouth which he then ownéd. He stated the nitroglycerin and 
the blasting caps were hidden behind the rear seat of this Plymouth 
and he felt that this car would be less conspicuous than the Buick. 
He added that he drove this car to the Jungle Club, and there saw 
MANGIARACINA. and. SIMONE, who were in the company of JOE CUMMINGS. He 
stated that SIMONE suggested he park his car in the parking lot 
adjacent to the Jungle Club, which he dide He stated he then got in 
the Chrysler owned by THOMAS SIMONE. . SIMONE and he proceeded to 13th 
Street between Oak and Locust, where the car was parked. He stated 
-that MANGIARACINA and CUMMINGS went to the Courthouse, in CUMMINGS! 
automobile, but that he, GOULD, did not know the point’ where the car 
was parked by them, , 


GOULD stated he walked from SIMONE's car to the Courte 
house and arrived at the garage about. the same. time that. MANGIARACINA © 
arrived there. He stated that JACK BRICE, Chief Deputy Sheriff » Jackson 
County, Missouri, was in the garage of the Jackson County Courthouse, 
and opened a door which led into the room in which the’ vault was 
locateds. He stated that. MANGIARACINA went into the room where the 
vault was located with him and brought with him the tools which were 
used in the burglary. He stated he had the nitroglycerin ard the blast- 
ing caps on his person when he entered the Courthouse. , 


GOULD advised SIMONE remained in the garage of the Court~ 
house with BRICE, and CUMMINGS remained in the courtyard behind and 
outside the Courthouse while the burglary was in progresse 


GOULD advised he first taped the dial of the vault and 
with a hammer which had been brought to the scene of the burglary by 
MANGIARACINA knocked the dial from the shafte He stated he had 
intended to "punch" the vault » but that after striking the locking 
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mechanism a couple of times that MANGIARACINA had told him that 
this was making too much noise and that he should use. nitroglycerine 


GOULD added he forced a quantity of cotton into the 
opening at the point where the dial had been. He stated he accom 
plished this through use of a fingernail clipper. He stated he there- 
after built up a cup on the outside of the vault door and inmediately 
below the hole where the spindle was attached to the dial, and 
introduced nitroglycerin into the hole through the use of an eye 
dropper. He stated the cotton absorbed the nitroglycerine He stated 
he then placed the blasting cap into the hole and against the cotton 
containing the nitroglycerin. He added that. MANGIARACINA had brought 
a pillow and string and a coat hanger to the scene of the burglary, 
and that these items were used to deaden the sound of the explosive, 
He stated that the pillow was tied against the point where the nitro- { 
glycerin was placed in the vault and was held in place by the string 
and the coat hanger. 


GOULD stated that_he got under a table inside the room in 
which the vault is located and through the use of a flashlight battery 
detonated the blasting cap which set off the nitroglycerine He added 
that the amount of nitroglycerin used had caused the handle to the 
vault door to be blown off, and it was found after the explosion that 
the door wouldnot open and that the lugs holding the door locked could 
not be movede It was necessary, therefore, to use a bar to exert 
sufficient pressure to cause the bars to become disengaged, thereby 
permitting the door to opens : 


GOULD stated that MANGIARACINA pried the “dust door" or 
inner door of the vault open and went into the vault and placed. the 
ballots and other election material in two sackse He stated that one 
of the sacks appeared to be a pillow slip and the other a flour or 
sugar sacks He stated that. SIMONE had obtained one of the sacks from 
Fifth and Grand ata vacant lot across the street from a Democratic 
Club located at that point. He stated there are frequently large 
quantities of sacks on this vacant lot. 


GOULD stated that MANGIARACINA had handed to him one of 
the sacks containing part of the stolen election material and that he, 
GOULD, had taken from this sack a Quantity of papers and had concealed 
them under his coat. He stated that none of the other participants to 
the burglary had knowledge that he had taken any of the items stolen, 
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GOULD advised they had made considerable noise during 
the burglary and that. BRICE became impatient and on several occasions 
came to the door inquiring as to how mich longer it was going to take 


for the jobs 


: GOULD advised that he left the Courthouse and went to 
SIMONE's car and was returned by’SIMONE to the Jungle Club where he, 
GOULD, picked up his automobile and retumed to his apartment. He 
stated this was at approximately. 6:00 AM and just about daylight. 


GOULD advised that the tools, the pillow, the string, and 
the soap, as well as the sacks into which the election material was 
Placed, were brought to the scene of the burglary by MANGIARACINA> 


GOULD advised that later the same day, May 28, 1947, he 
was riding on Fifth Street at Troost in Kansas City, Missouri, 
accompanied..by JOE CUMMINGS, and while proceeding eastward threw the 
extra two blasting caps which he had out the window and to the north 
into a vacant lot near.a school house and across the street from a 
drug store. 


He stated that the ballots or election material he had 
obtained from th purglary were placed in an empty gallon can in the 
garage of CHARL ABI, a brother-in-law of MARY BONCMO who resides 
in the northeast/section of Kansas City, Missouri, and had covered 
this can with canvas which he found in the garage. He stated a few 
days later he had moved this material from this point. He stated he - 
had buried the can in the yard to the southwest of the house occupied 
by GIABI. He stated that the can was buried approximately twenty yards 
from the house and approximately one and one-half to two feet deepe 
He stated that no one other than him had knowledge of the whereabouts 
of this election material, 


GOULD stated that a couple of days after the burglary he 
was given the car by SIMONE and also the one promised him by 
MANGTARACINAe He stated that MANGIARACINA had also given him the 
$500 in cash which he had promisede He stated the Dodge which had been 
given him by MANGIARACINA was titled in the name of JOE MANGIARACINA 
and that he had sold it to CHARLIE GIABI, He stated the Chrysler given 
him by SIMONE was titled to a man by the name of PIERSON and that he, 
GOULD, had sold this car to TOMY WILHITE, whose address he could not 
furnish. He stated that he had sold the Dodge for $2,000 and had sold 
the Chrysler for $2,600. He added he never did obtain a title for the 


Chrysler, but had sold it without a title to WILHITE. 
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GOULD stated that it was his understanding MANGIARACINA 
and SIMONE each received $5,000 apiece for their part in the 
burglary, and suggested that the consideration for the participation 
on the part of BRICE was a promise of support of his candidacy for 
Sheriff of Jackson County in the next electione He stated he had no 
first hand information, however, on this point. 


GOULD added that when he was questioned in Kansas City, 
Missouri, concerning the burglary and was in custody at the Jackson 
County Jail he had been called to the office of JACK BRICE, at which 
time BRICE had asked him what questions had been directed to him, and 
had advised GOULD that he had nothing to worry about, and that those 
who had employed him to perpetrate the burglary would protect him 


GOULD stated that approximately a month prior to the 
burglary and on a second occasion approximately ten days prior to the 
burglary he had observed BINAGGIO, MANGIARACINA, and SIMONE in a booth 
at College Inn, Kansas City, Missouri, with Judge COOK of the Circuit 
Court, Jackson County, Kansas City, Missouri. He stated that on the 
first occasion when he approached the booth in which these persons were 
seated they immediately stopped the conversation. He stated that based 
upon later comments of MANGIARACINA and BINAGGIO to the effect that the 
theft of the ballots would result in nullifying the indictments then 
outstanding in state court on vote frand matters, that he deduced that 
the conversations with Judge COOK had been for the purpose of determin- 
ing what legal effect the theft of the ballots would have on these 
indictments. 


GOULD was questioned concerning the location of the ballots 
in the vault at the time the door was opened and for information as to 
the containers which: held the ballots and other election materiale. He 
was also questioned as to the whereabouts of a step ladder found in the 
vault after the burglary, the action taken with respect to ventilators 
near the ceiling ami inside the vault, and other similar questions which 
GOULD was obliged to be able to answer if he were, as claimed, the 
individual who opened the vault door. GOULD was evasive and claimed he 
was outside the vault door while MANGIARACINA.was on the inside of the 
vault; that he had been drinking considerably; and that when he had 
opened the door he had completed his taske GOULD after repeated question- 
ing on pertinent points of which he would have had reason to have 
knowledge stated that the informationwhich he had given concerning the 
burglary was fictitious; that he had no information concerning the 
burglary other than that which he had furnished to Mr. R. K. PHELPS, 
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' Special Assistant to the Attorney General, on July 16, 1947. This 
information is set forth on pages 313 through 318 of the report of 
Special Agent HUGH CHARLES BOSWELL dated August 22, 1947, at Kansas 
City, Missouri. He stated that in the information set forth 
hereinbefore the only portion which has any authenticity is that 
which relates to his observing BINAGGIO, MANGIARACINA and SIMONE 
talking with Judge COOK on two occasions in a booth at the College 
inn at Kansas City, Missouri, which occurred prior to the burglary. 


~ REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN = 
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LEADS 


THE KANSAS CITY DIVISION 
At Kansas City, Missouri 


: Will at the residence of CHARLES GIABI attempt to deter 
“mine whether a portion of the election material taken in the burglary 
ve of the Election Commissioners Vault, Kansas City, Missouri, was 
actually buried in his yard as claimed. by GOULD at the location 
described herein. 


Will interview HARRY ALLEN, operator of a rock quarry south 
of Kansas. City for information as to whether he sold or gave to 
os "BUZZ" WILSON blasting caps and nitroglycerin as originally claimed by 


Will determine the identity of "Buzz" WILSON, bar tender 
Ys for JOE CUMMINGS, and interview him concerning the purchase or 
obtaining of blasting caps and nitroglycerin from HARRY ALLEN, which 
were allegedly later given to GOULD. 


Will through CHARLES. GIABI determine the circumstances - ‘ 
under which the automobile obtained from GOULD was secured. Will also 
obtain a full and complete description of this car and determine whether 
it was préviously owned by JOE MANGIARACINA as claimed by GOULDe 


; a 
ae Will locate and. interview TOMMY WILHITE concerning the + 
Chrysler allegedly sold.to him by. GOULD, and obtain. from. WILHITE full 
we details concerning this purchase. Will also obtain a complete 
description of the automobile and trace its title to determine whether 


it was previously owmed by an individual. named "PIERSON" as Claimed by 
GOULD», 


Will on the north side of the street at Fifth and Troost 
/ ina vacant lot attempt to locate the tws blasting caps allegedly throw 
there by GOULD on May 28, 1947. 


When the foregoing investigation has been completed will 
e | consider the advisability of interviewing JOHNNY MANGIARACINA, THOMAS 
| SIMONE, JOE CUMMINGS, CHARLIE BINAGGIO, and NICK PENNA. Will also 
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consider the advisability of determining whether MANGIARACINA or 1. : 
SIMONE have in their homes or places of residence a pillow of the 
type used in the burglary. 


Will after persons naméd by GOULD as being perpetrators 
are interviewed secure from them all tools of the type which could 


have been used in this burglary for comparison purposes with tool 
marks made on the vault at the time of the burglary. 
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